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THE PATTERN OF THE CHURCH
Howard F.
In the United Methodist form of

Shipps*
the

suggested introduc
tion to the corporate affirmation of faith contains the following decla
ration,^ "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is the one true church,
."
apostolic and universal
The implications of this affirmation are numerous. For instance,
it may be assumed from Scripture that the Spirit of the Lord is every
where.^ Logically therefore it may be concluded that the Church is
everywhere. But immediately one realizes that such a general conclusion
is quite contrary to the thought and intention of those who have formu
lated this introductory statement. Clearly they must have had in mind
a far more limited concept of the church. It would appear that they
held that the "one true church" is to be found only among believers
whose lives are fully committed to the will of God and controlled by
the direction of the Holy Spirit.
This concept of the church is helpfully illustrated by the figure
which is used by Paul is his writing to the Colossians,"^ "and he is the
head of the body, the church." Undoubtedly the clearest and most im
portant aspect of this figure is that Christ as the head of the body which
is the church, is directing and controlHng all the desires and activities
of that body which is united to him. This union and resultant activity
are dependent upon the life and ministry of the Holy Spirit in the life of
the believer. Indeed, it is this relationship which makes him apart of the
.

.

worship

.

"one true church."
Whenever the church is effective it is because the
been allowed to remain in control. Substitutes for

Him,

Holy Spirit
no

has

matter how

splendid, important, and humanly perfect they may have been, have
always initiated the decline of the church as a redemptive force in the
to offer such substitutes has marked the
purpose of God. The tendency
history of the Christian community across the centuries. Repeatedly
the growth and enrichment of the church in human skills and material

possessions

?Visiting

have

persuaded

her to believe that such

Lecturer in Church

things

could

assure
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success

quite independently from the

presence and power and leader

of the great divine administrator.
Jesus in his final message to the church, recorded in the Gospel
According to John chapters, 13-17, forewarned his followers of this

ship

danger. Throughout these five chapters
the place and ministry of the Holy Spirit

Jesus outUnes and describes
as

the

all-important

element

in the life of the individual Christian and in the corporate life of the
Christian community. He speaks concerning five ministries which the

Holy Spirit will accompHsh in their behalf: (1) The abiding comforter
and helper: "and I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another
Comforter, that he may abide with you forever."^ This perpetual Divine
Power at the center of their inmost being would guarantee their success
in effective witness and fruitful ministry. (2) The never-failing teacher:
"But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will
send in my name, he shall teach you all things and brine all things to
The lessons
your remembrance, whatsoever 1 have said unto you.'
which they have learned and the truths which have been imparted to
them during their years of association with Jesus, will be kept alive and
reinforced throughout every day of their continuing ministries. (3) The
supreme witness concerning Christ: "But when the Comforter is come.
whom I will send unto you from the Father, he shall testify of me."
And, later, "And when he is come, he will convict the world of sin, and
of righteousness, and of judgment." The emphasis here is that when
ever and wherever the Holy Spirit is revealed to the world through the
life of the believer He will become the most effective Evangelist. That
revelation is raised to its highest point of effectiveness when the Spirit
is in complete control of the individual and giving undisputed leader
ship to the church. (4) The preserver of orthodoxy: "Howbeit when he,
the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all the truth."^ He
will continue to teach the church as Christ had begun to do. Thus the
individual and the church will be safeguarded in all the elements which
are essential for salvation and a fruitful Christian ministry. (5) The revealer of the beauty of Christ: "He shall glorify me."^ The fullness of the
presence of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer is the only assur
ance that through that person the beauty of Christ shall be revealed
and that He shall be glorified. This is the only sure and adequate dealing
with the constant problem of self. The self becomes the instrument
through which the beauty and glory of Christ may be revealed to an
unbelieving but hungry world.
Likewise the Holy Spirit is to be the revealer of Christ's beauty
and glory through the collective life of the Christian community.
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Throughout the book of Acts Luke speaks of persons and groups of
persons as being "filled with the Holy Ghost,"
and as a result of this
the
church is making new conquests.
relationship
When the need
trative board

as a

requirements
laymen who

was

for the organization of the first adminis
of laymen within the church, one of the major

arose

body
that they

be

full of the

Holy Ghost. The seven
chosen for this ministry performed their work so
in
the
effectively
power of the Holy Spirit that Luke reports, "the
word of God increased; and the number of disciples multiplied in Jeru
salem greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the
men

were

faith."^ 1

The
or

general purpose

pattern of the church

tion of divine revelation

of this treatise will be to describe the nature

as seen

is,

in the Acts of the

to be sure, the

the Christian church. But it is much

more

Apostles. This por
first chapter of he history of

than that. It is

an

ideal which

God has set before the eyes of His people for all time. It is not an un
attainable ideal. Rather it is a norm or standard established. It is a

goal. Whenever the association of believers fails to
failing to fulfill the desire and expectation which
God has for it. More specifically, the story of the Hfe and mission of the
church as recorded in the Acts is the divinely-appointed pattern by which
the Christian community of any generation or geographic locality may
realizable

practical

realize such

a norm

determine the

it is

measure

of its

success.

Any consideration of the

nature and

be concerned with the nature of the
Jesus in his

three

kingdom of God

as

described

by

found in Matthew 5, 6, 7. In these
the Messiah is proclaiming the basic principles of his

sermon on

the mount

life of the church should also

as

chapters
kingdom. The laws of this kingdom are to be written upon the tables of
persons' hearts. This is to be in fulfillment of the word of the prophet

Ezekiel^^

when he foretold that the time would

come

when the law of

God would be inscribed upon the heart of each person who had become
a citizen of God's kingdom. Ezekiel foretold a new day for God's peo13

pie:

Moreover I will make
an

everlasting

a

covenant

covenant of peace with

them; it shall be
with them: and I will place them, and

will set my sanctuary in the midst of them forevermore. My
tabernacle also shall be with them; yea, I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. And the heathen shall know that I the
Lord do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst
of them for

evermore.
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The author of Hebrews

renews

and confirms this

prophetic

word

conceming the kingdom of the church:
For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel
after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind,
and write them in their hearts; and I will be to them a God, and
shall be to

they
Let

people.

me a

then from these

prophecies, and their fulfilhnent, that
there is a very clear relationship, or perhaps even a complete identity,
between this description of God's kingdom in Matthew and the account
of the first chapter of the history of the Christian church as recorded
by Luke in the book of Acts. The individual whose life is described in
the gospel become the divinely-chosen person by whom the work of
God is to be implemented in the church. He becomes the means in God's
hands by which the ministry of the church is accomplished. So the re
us see

deemed person of Matthew becomes the divine material out of which
the church is made and by which it is enabled to perform its mission.
Matthew informs

wilderness,

us

that Jesus after his

grueling temptation

in the

in their synagogues, and

went about all

Galilee, teaching
preaching
gospel
kingdom. And he further states that there
followed him (Jesus) great multitudes from Galilee, Decapolis, Jerusalem,
Judaea, and beyond Jordan. Jesus takes this as an appropriate opportu
nity to announce certain aspects of his kingdom, which was soon to
of the

the

be known

as

the church.

In the three

chapters

which follow he describes the citizens of that

the persons who will constitute the church. These high stan
dards of life and conduct are very demanding. It is immediately clear
that such qualities of Ufe wUl be possible only in those who have been

kingdom,

supernaturally transformed into the likeness of God,
enthusiastically yield themselves in obedience to
spirit of the divine kingdom. The pattern of such a

and who

and

the

and

gladly
principles

Ufe is here set forth

and described in considerable detail. The demonstration of such

manifest in corporate expression is recorded
the Acts of the Apostles.
Let

us

direct

our

by

a

life

Luke in the story of

description which Jesus gives of
this kingdom. First he speaks of

attention to the

the nature of those who shall inherit

The term blessedness appears in both testa
ments, and in such classic passages which have to do with holy living,
as Psalms 1 and this sermon on the mount. In this passage it is the Greek
them

as

the blessed

makari^s.

ones.

Vincent observes:
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In the Old Testament the idea involves

more

of outward pros

than in the New Testament, yet it almost universally
in connection which emphasize, as its principal element,

perity
occurs

of God's approval founded in righteousness which rests
it becomes the express symbol of
ultimately on love to God
a happiness identified with pure character. Behind it lies the clear
a sense

....

cognition
as

of sin

as

the fountain-head of all

the final and effectual

Alexander

cure

of every

Maclaren, discussess

misery, and of holiness

woe.

in his commentary

on

The Psalms

meaning of blessedness. He says, "The secret of blessedness is selfrenunciation," alove to lose my will in His and by that loss be free.^^ In
an age when the pace of life was much more calm than it is today,
nearly a century ago Maclaren was proclaiming, "Men live meanly be
cause they live so fast.
ReUgion lacks depth and volume because it is
not fed by hidden springs."
This blessedness is a state of being or condition of life which is
the end hoped to be attained by all men everywhere. It is the state
of life to be desired above all others. It is the goal of true human en

the

deavor. Thus God has revealed
man

expects

some

laws which

to arrive at this state of

perfect

are

to be

observed if

contentment and satis

faction.
four

major
and
service.
fruitfulness,
elements, namely: immortality, satisfaction,
The foreverness of life assures its meaning. Being made in the likeness
In summary the idea of blessedness

seems

to

imply

God, man is called to live with Him now and in the ages to come.
Again the Ufe of blessedness is one of satisfaction. This is not an attitude
of complacency, but rather a sense of having the approval of God in the
of

A further evidence of blessedness is that of fruitfulness. As Jesus had said in John, "He that abideth in me, and I in
and I have chosen you and
him, the same bringeth forth much fruit

daUy activity of life.

.

.

.

ordained you, that he should go and bring forth fruit, and that your
fruit should remain."!^ Service is an inherent part of Christlikeness.
The disciple finds fulfiUment only as he serves God and man in the name
of and for the sake of Christ. Jesus at the very beginning of his message
to the church

example

1^

assumes

the role of

a

servant. And thus

he stresses that the Ufe of the

be that of

a

disciple

as

weU

by precept
as

his

own

and

must

servant.

of blessedness Jesus says such a person
is poor in spirit or humble, sorrowful because of his sin, meek, a seeker
after righteousness, fuU of mercy, pure in heart, a maker of peace,
In

an

persecuted

expanded description

for

doing good, salt of the earth,

and

light

of the world.
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this introduction concerning the nature of those who
will inhabit Jesus' kingdom, Matthew, lists in "The Sermon of the

Following

Mount," twelve qualities of life which these persons possess.
1 They are purged within� 5: 17-32.
2. They are willing second-milers� 5:3847.
3. They are perfect even as their heavenly father� 5:48.
4. They are sincere, devoid of all sham� 6: 1-4
5. They are always ready to forgive� 6: 14-15.
6. They are not fakers� 6:16-18.
7. They do not covet-6: 19-21.
8. They are single-minded, united in purpose� 6:24.
9. They are confident in God's mercy� 6:25-34.
10. They are not judgmental� 7: 1-5.
11. They are persistent in prayer-7:7-l 1.
12. They are doers of God's will-7:21-27.
.

.

This in brief is the
is made. These

are

they

of the persons of whom the church
whose lives and activity demonstrate the church

description

in action. The story of Acts is

a

record of their service for God in the

first generation of the Christian community. Among the characteristics
of this community as portrayed in Acts may be found the following.
1. A Divine

Fellowship.

The second

chapter^^

indicates that the

first

generation of believers established a joyful and lasting togetherness.
It was a fellowship of teaching and study of the word: a fellowship of
intercession; a fellowship of sociability ; a fellowship of economic require
ment; a fellowship of worship; a fellowship of effective witness.
It should be noted also that this "fellowship of the redeemed,"
by which name the early Christian community has long since been
known, begets a unity which reaches beyond all chronological, geo
graphical, national, cultural, or racial limitations. The saints of every age
are united to God and to one another because they are committed to
the accomplishment of the purpose of God, each in his own generation;
and yet at the same time participating in that unity of faith which shares
in God's work for all time.

Geographically
believers enter

a

this

fellowship begins

compact of mutual

trust

at a

given point when

two

and share with each other

joy of that redemption which they have found in Christ. But this
fellowship which begins at home will ultimately reach to the ends of
the

the earth. Whoever is united with Christ is united with every other be
liever in bonds of Christian love.
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Thus all barriers of time, space, culture, tradition, or race are de
stroyed by the universal fellowship of faith. As John Mackay observes
in his work Ecumenics:^!
The Christian

church, when

true to its

nature, is a koinonia, a
fellowship.
fellowship that it first came into bemg.
the
Ascension
of Christ, a group of one hundred and
Following
twenty people who spoke of themselves as 'brethren', and who
were made up of the
apostles, the mother and brothers of our
Lord, and others who had been His friends and disciples were
It

was as a

accustomed to meet

the

Spirit's coming.

three thousand
after the

together daily for prayer and anticipation of
To this first nucleus of the primitive church

more were soon

added. The latter

were

converted

had descended at Pentecost time upon the
of
Christ's
followers and inspired thereby Peter's
original group
famous sermon. The apostolic utterance led to the radical change
in Hfe and outlook that immediately became manifest among those
who heard it.

Holy Spirit

Mackay further affirms that we must seek to validate the assump
tion that it is the church's glory, as the society of the redeemed, as
Christ's friends, partners, and joyous servants, to fit into God's purpose
for the world. He suggests then that there are two questions which should
follow: (1) What is God's purpose for the world? The answer in brief
is that Christ should be known, loved, and obeyed throughout the whole
world. (2) How can the church accomplish this purpose? The answer
to this question is twofold, (a) To make the gospel known to all nations.
(b) To live the gospel in every sphere and phase of its earthly life.^^
2. A Spiritual Force. The story of Acts is a continuing demon
stration of the power of God effectively working through the instrumen
tality of the militant church. It is a magnificent fulfillment of God's
promise through His servant Zecharich saying, "Not by might, nor by
power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts."^^
The record in chapter four describes the imprisonment of Peter
and John by mandate of the Jewish Council. Their offense was that
they had witnessed to the resurrection of Jesus. This was surely a time
of crisis for the church so newly begun. But nofice that it neither panick
ed

nor

fled. Rather this

their lives into

a

This crisis

hold of divine

new

company of the way turned this threat to

greater triumph.
was

met

by

resources.^"^

They prayed until

it

was

the church

moving

The initial action

possible

was

into action and

togetherness

laying

in prayer.

for God to do in them and with them

all that He desired. The result of their intercession is stated

as

the

place
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being shaken where they were assembled. It also says that this company
was fully in the will of
God, being all filled with the Holy Spirit. It
also speaks of their unattached relation to materials things, neither
said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his
own. Ownership for them had been transformed into
stewardship. They
also spoke the word with freedom of speech, and witnessed to the res
urrection with great power. In the midst of this very great conflict with
evil the church was demonstrating a loveliness, beauty, and charm of

which the world

taking note. The author in describing what the
world noticed about them, says, "And great grace was upon them all."^^
was

This divine radiance
it

much in evidence among those who esteemed
to suffer for righteousness sake. It is seen likewise in
was

high privilege
Stephen as he is brought before the council and charged with
blasphemy .^^ Here we are told that all who sat in the council, looking
steadfastly on him, "saw his face as it had been the face of an angel."
The church's witness is at its highest and best only when the radiance of
its divine Ufe shines through in sufficient measure to dispel the clouds
of persecution.
3. Persecuted, but Never Defeated. The historian Luke in the
eighth chapter of the Acts describes the church at Jerusalem as it con
fronts its initial general persecution. This is a typical iUustration of the
Christian community living and growing under the leadership of the Holy
Spirit, and making its witness effective because it is channeling divine re
a

the life of

sources

to meet the needs of the

Let

us now

society

in which its Hfe is cast.

observe and evaluate the

principal

events and activities

(1) As a result of a great persecufion many
were scattered abroad. They were driven to the south, west, and north;
and as they went they preached the Word. Thus they transformed perse
cution into a spiritual awakening and an interracial revival. (2) There
was concern for adequate organization, choice of leadership, and assign
ment of responsibility. The apostles chose to remain at Jerusalem to
maintain the necessary structure of the church in order that it might con
tinue to function. (3) The church provided for a meaningful burial ser
vice for the first of its members who had died in the triumph of faith.
Here is a mighty thrust of evangeUsm which the contemporary church
needs to recover. Wesley said of the Methodists of his own generation,
"Our people die weU." (4) It found it leadership among its enemiess.
Saul, the key potential leader during this awakening, was making havoc
of the church, but the persistent lingering influence of Stephen's testi
mony was destined to bring him to his Damascus road shock. Here the
in the life of this church.

church had another servant, Ananias, whom God could use in the com
pletion of Saul's conversion and his designation as "God's chosen ves-
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before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of
The church also initiates a lay witness campaign. It was Philip,

(5)
layman,

name

to whom the word of the Lord

ceed toward the south where he

came

to find

directing

him to pro

unusual

evangelistic
opportunity. The conversion of this Ethiopian eunuch is not only lay
evangelism at its best, it is also a significant step toward foreign missions.
was

an

It is also to be observed that the

preaching of Philip was given a respon
hearing. Luke records that the people (heathens) with one accord
gave heed unto those things which Philip spake ."^^ (6) There was adminis
tration of disciples in order to preserve the purity of the church. Simon
as a pretended believer reveals selfish motivation and evil desire which
may be among the "converts" to the faith. This evil is corrected by
speaking the truth in love by messengers who are under the control of the
Holy Spirit. There can be no expression of revenge or administration
of carnal authority. Simon repented because he heard God speaking.
(7) The church acted with supernatural (divine) authority. Neither the
authority nor the power to be employed by the church is ever derived
from human resource, manipulation, or organization. Either of these
can only be effective when it is clearly a manifestation of the pres
ence and work of God. Meyer^^ in speaking of the coming of Peter and
John to Samaria lays stress upon the two conditions upon which the
power of God was given. These were (1) intercessory prayer and (2) lay
ing on of hands. Meyer insists that the former of these was the more
important though both were necessary. The coming of the Holy Spirit
to accomplish His mission in and through the church was primarily de
pendent upon the intercession of the church. It is this quality of inter
cession about which Luke is writing when he says. "And when they had
prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together,"^^
(8) Complete healing brought great joy to the city. Luke affirms that
evil spirits were driven out, maiiy were healed of physical diseases, and
The church in any community when
there was great joy in that city.
it is fulfilling its mission will bring great joy. It should be in constant con
flict with evil and in such conflict will frequently be persecuted, but
gladness and well-being are the inevitable consequences of the pre
sence of the people of God in any community.
4. It Is Holy. No doubt in our oft-repeated affirmation in the
historic creed of the church we have failed to give sufficient attention
to the phrase, "I believe in the holy catholic church." As we do give
sive

more

difficulties in

day.

are

confronted with

as we see

it in the world to

serious consideration to his statement

describing

the church

as

holy

Webster in his definition of the word in

we

English,

says that in the
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is "to be dedicated to

religious use; belonging to or
coming from God; consecrated; sacred; to be spiritually perfect or pure;
untainted by evil or sin; saintly." This clearly indicates that for the
individual or the church to be holy, perfection, in an absolute sense is
not to be required. Yet nevertheless, it is appointed by God that those
who walk in His ways shall be properly designated as holy persons; and
that the assembly of all such persons shall constitute His church which
shall be properly designated as holy.
^
This aspect of the nature of the church is described by Schaff"^
in his study of the Christian life of the apostolic church. He says:
Practical

(as

Christianity

is the manifestation of

distinct from intellectual and

moral) Ufe;

a

life ;

spiritual
supernatural (as

a new

a

distinct from natural) life; it is a life of holiness and peace; a life
of union and communion with God the Father, the Son, and the
Spirit; it is eternal Ufe, beginning with regeneration and culminating

lays hold of die inmost center of man's
personaUty, emancipates him from the dominion of sin, and brings

in the resurrection. It

him into vital union with God in Christ; from this center it acts
as a purifying, ennobling, and regulating force upon aU the facul
ties of man� the emotions, the wiU, and the inteUect� and trans
forms even the body into a temple of the Holy Spirit.
Hans

Kung,

in his volume The

the nature of the church at

Church, discusses this element of
In the section

entitled, the
church is holy, he emphasizes two affirmations: (1) That the only hoUness of the church must be found in the purity of the Uves of its mem
bers; and (2) that this holiness is always the work of God wrought in
some

length.

the life of the believer :'^^
Believers

'saints' in

far

they are 'sanctified.' The concept
of sanctification is usually passive in Paul; he speaks of those who
are 'sanctified in Christ Jesus' (I Cor. 1:2) and 'sanctified by the
Holy Spirit' (Rom. 15:16). These are no self-made saints, only
are

so

as

'called to be saints'

Cor. 1:2; Rom. 1:7; cf. 1:6;
I Cor. 1:24). 'saints in Jesus Christ' (Phil. 1:1), 'God's chosen
ones, holy and beloved' (Col. 3:12). Only through divine sanctifi
cation can men actively become holy�holy in the ethical sense,
familiar from prophetic Uterature and the Psalms. 'As he who has
those who

are

(I

called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct; since it
is written, 'You shall be holy, for I am holy' (I Pet. l:15f.; cf.
Lev. 1 1 :44). God's will is the basis and goal of our continuing sanc

tification' (I Thess. 4:3; cf. 4:1-8; Rom. 6:19, 22; I Tim. 2:15;
Heb. 12:14; Rev. 22:11).
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Church

The New Testament knows

nothing of institutional sanctity, of
'it';
speak of a church which invests as many
of its institutions, places, times and implements as possible with
the attribute 'holy'. The only kind of holiness at issue here is a
completely personal sanctity. It is the believers who have been set
apart from the sinful world by God's saving act in Christ and have
entered a new Christian existence who make up the original
'communio sanctorium'; they constitute the church of the saints
and hence the holy church. The church is holy by being called by
God in Christ to be the communion of the faithful, by accepting
the call to his service, by being separated from the world and at
the same time embraced and supported by his grace.
a

sacred

it does not

Wesley may be found to be in agreement with the position of Kung.
In his sermon on the church we find the following definitive paragraph.
Many reasons have been given for calling the church holy, such as Christ
its head is holy, or because its ordinances are designed to promote
holiness,

holy.

But

or

because

our

Lord intended that all its members should be

Wesley concludes

The shortest and

that:

plainest

reason

that

true one, is:� The church is called

can

holy

be

given, and the only

because it is

holy;

be

cause every member thereof is holy: though in different degrees;
as he that called them is holy. How clear is this! If the church, as
to the very essence of it, is a body of believers, no man, that is
not a Christian believer, can be a member of it. If this whole

body be animated by one Spirit, and endued with one faith, and
one hope of their caUing; then he who has not that Spirit, and
faith, and hope, is no member of this body. It follows, that not
only no common swearer, no sabbath breaker, no drunkard, no
whoremonger, no thief, no liar, none that lives in any outward
sin; but none that is under the power of anger, or pride; no lover
of the world; in a word,
ber of his church.

none

that is dead to God,

can

be

a mem

5. It Is United and Universal In Its Faith and Its World Quest. In
we are reminded that it was faith in
numerous passages from
the risen Christ which gave unity to the Christian community, and made
bore effective. Edwin Hatch affirms that "There
the witness which

Acts'^'^

they

is

no

proof

the church is

unity of
the

Holy Scripture in which
implied refer exclusively, or

that the words of

expressed

or

organization."^^

Ephesian elders,

the unity of
at all, to the

As Paul admonishes in his instructions to

the basis of Christian

fellowship

is

a

changed

Ufe-
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repentance toward God and faith toward

emphasize such faith
Tucker Craig observes
to

as

our

was

not the

born when his

disciples

The Christian

good Friday.

were

again

unity Clarence

the basic element in Christian

The historic life of Jesus ended with
church

Lord Jesus Christ. Or

convinced that this

was

but God had raised him frorn the dead. Without

end,

that belief Jesus would have remained a forgotten Jewish teacher
who has supposed that he would be the Messiah. Without that

belief there
is

would have been

never

exaggeration

no

Christian church.

Surely

it

to say that belief in the resurrection of Jesus is

the best-attested fact of ancient
The church is

a

history.

meeting of God with people, united by Christ, and
under the direction of the Holy Spirit. It must have a tie with the past,
and also a meaningful understanding of its mission today, and of the
nature of the present generation to whom it is called to minister. It is
better understood
this

sense

more

a

as

a

spiritual

force rather than

but its real

essence

seen

has

never

power and

living

an

seen.

so

abstraction, but

charged

God's

never seen

Organizations may be formed
such organizations are quite distinct from

been

facilitate its outreach, but
its real being. Or, as Bishop J. Williams has
to

The church is not

institution. In

the church any
God. Its manifestation is often visible indeed,

the church is invisible. Man has

than he has

as an

in

with

well

an

said:"^^

institution

embodying

a

wonderful mission. It is to.be
carrying on to its final issues the work
a

appointed agent
redemption. It is to be God's family, into which men
to be adopted; His school, in which men are to be trained;
hospital, in which they are to be cured of their manifold di

of man's
are

His

seases.

body

It is to embrace in its beneficent work all human needs of

or

soul.

If the church is to heal the world it must have

meaningful identification with

the world's hurt. Hans

has described the mission of the church

concisely

a

very direct and

Kung

and yet

a

decade ago

comprehen

sively:-^^
The church is the

royal, priestly

and

prophetic people of God,
by
by him into the world. She
is built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, and
she is led by Christ, acting through all the multipHcity of spiritual
gifts and ordered ministries and offices. She has her center in
the Uturgical assembly, with the proclamation of the word of God
called

him out of the world and sent

The Pattern

of the Church
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and the Lord's Supper; we are incorporated into her by baptism.
Thus she is the one, holy, catholic and apostolic community of
those who believe in Christ; the Bride of Christ, awaiting him and

yet

already espoused

to

him,

the

Body

of Christ and the

Temple
visible and invisible in this world. As
Holy Ghost,
the people of God, travelling on, believing,
struggling, suffering,
and also sinning, the church passes through time towards the
judgment and the fulfillment of all things.
of the

And

at once

conclude this

general discussion of the church let
us share in the thought of J.W.C. Wand when he
affirms, "As the human
is
the instrument of the personality, so is the church the instru
body
ment of the personality of Christ."^^ And later he continues:'^^
now as we

Here is the heart and

core of the whole matter. The church is the
church because in its beUevers are put into direct relationship with
Christ and because its members are incorporated into him. Such

claim is not

capable of proof but it is capable of experience. It
has been the assertion of milUons in every age since the time when
Jesus lived on earth. They claim that this relation to Christ is pre
a

cisely

what

they

themselves have felt and known.
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